The 5th Youth World Championship
Armenia, Yerevan, July 30 - August 6, 2004
Finally a big renju competition was held in this ancient country! Although only four countries took part (Armenia, Russia, Japan, Estonia), the maximum number of countries taking part in Youth World Championship has been five all through those years. Amazing, huh? However, the organizers are trying to increase the number of countries by constantly increasing the age limit. This time it went up to 23. 
Unfortunately the decision was made only a few months before the competition so it was not much of a use this time. We know that Ukrainian players also started their journey towards Armenia but for unknown reasons they did not arrive. Armenia was of course represented by the biggest number of participants, which was 49. 
When Albert Poghosyan claimed a few years ago (see RenjuWorld no. 46) that 7-8 Armenians would play in each group he even underestimated the number. In the younger boys group Armenia even had 20 representatives. The most powerful delegation was of course from Russia (Podyuga). Although many of their stars did not come because a lack of money, it was still predictable that they would take at least half of the medals. As a matter of fact all ten Russian players were aspirants for places in top threes. 
There were five contestants from Japan - all in group A. Hiroshi Okabe was perhaps the strongest among them as the main favourite but one could not underestimate the chances of Kazumasa Tamura. Estonians were out with a surprising number of contestants - 11 - but unfortunately Tunnet Taimla could not come because of family reasons. However, Estonians still had many strong players like Lents, Ilu, Oll, and Purk. The destiny of the first place was clear in every group long before the end of the tournament. 
In group A Ilu and Okabe had equal 5 points after 5 rounds but Ilu could not offer any resistance when they met in the 6th round. It all became clear after Ilu had lost to Lents in the 9th round. Relaxed Okabe lost to Nagao in the last round. The excitement continued in the battle for the 3rd place where Johann Lents took the place from Pavel Vershinin because he managed to win 4 games in a row. The game between them became the decisive factor and Lents got a beautiful win there. 
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The most important game in group B took place in the 2nd round. Yevgeni Sumarokov managed to defeat the fresh European champion among adults - Alexandr Kadulin. As well as in group A the only medal that was shared in the last round was the 3rd one. 
A local player Azat Petrosyan got it as a good surprise. He managed to overrun Roman Kryuchok and Alvar Timmermann who both have experiences from international tournaments.
I Yevgeniy Sumarokov 11
II Alexsandr Kadulin 10 
III Azat Petrosyan 8 
4. Alvar Timmermann 7 
5. Roman Kryuchok 7 
6. Suren Gabrielyan 6,5
7. Vahe Poghosyan 6 
8. Marzpet Tigranyan 6
9. Areg Poghosyan 6
10. Arayik Gevorgyan 6
11. Razmik Gharibyan 5,5
12. Suren Tigranyan 5 
13. Suren Zaqaryan 5
14. Alexandr Yeganyan 5
15. Misack Stepanyan 5
16. Hovhanes Hovannisyan 5
17. Konstantin Sargsyan 5
18. Armen Karapetyan 4
19. Artur Asatryan 4
20. Arman Aslanyan 4
21. Gevorg Aghabekov 4
22. Hovhanes Gevorgyan 3
23. Gurgen Karapetyan 3
24. Armen Aghabekov 1
Group C was probably the weakest because Yulia Savrasova was the only strong player there. Yulia did win but this win was not as easy as it could have been. 
Yulia met Ester Eggert right in the first round. Yulia played tactically weak and got a bad position. However, she continued to attack. Then Ester started to attack and suddenly Yulia did not have defence anymore. But Ester found about the only move, which did not win and finally even lost. So Yulia was just a little bit frightened and took yet another 1st place. Ester managed to solidly take the 2nd and Kaia Kolk the 3rd place in front of inexperienced Armenians. 
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In group D it was clear from the beginning that there could be no opposition to the Russian four. Girls from Podyuga are very strong and experienced regardless of their young age. This time Maria Pestereva won. Previously she had been in the shadow of Anna Okatova and Tatyana Kraeva. From Armenian girls the most positive impression left the playing skills of Gayane Petrosyan and Seda Tigranyan.
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Mariya Pestereva 11
AnnaOkatova 9,5
Viktoriya Rachitskaya 9
TatyanaKraeva 8,5
Seda Tigranyan 7
Gayane Pefrosyan 6
EvaPoghosyan 6
Lilit Abelyan 5
Liana Mirzoyan 5

11
12,

14,
15
16,

Ada Baghdasaryan
Julieta Grigoryan
Sona Hovhannisyan
Astghik Aslanyan
Nare Hovhannisyan
Syuzana Hakobyan
Sofia Margaryan
Susanna Stepanyan




Russia got 6 medals (three of them golden), Estonia 4 (none of them golden), and Japan and Armenia both one medal. The results were quite fair when taking account of the playing skills. There are many talented, hard-working and progressive young players in Armenia. 
From some of them good results were expected but only Davit Mossinyan had previous international experience (2002 Podyuga YWC 7th place by defeating such stars as Okabe and Lents) and those experiences matter very much, in big competitions. Maybe the pressure of performing well at home was too much for some players. I believe that in forthcoming competitions many Armenians will play well. Primarily - Rafael Nersisyan, Davit Mossinyan, Samvel Antanyan, Lilit Galoyan, Shushan Barseghyan, Azat Petrosyan, Areg Poghosyan, Vahe Poghosyan, Seda Tigranyan, Gayane Petrosyan, Eva Poghosyan but surely many others too. 
Unfortunately the training is badly organized at the moment because the chess, checkers and renju school, of which Albert Poghosyan was the director, was closed in January. After that renju was taken into curriculum at another school but at the moment they do not have rooms and the wages are intolerably low. Because of that Albert thinks that he will have to give up the training job at the moment because his family needs food too. 
The competition was held quite hastily this time - 11 rounds in 4 days. The assembly room of hotel Erebuni was used for playing. Its minus was bad ventilation. After the last round of the main tournament a blitz tournament was organized with 40 players. 
Many of the participants in the Youth World Championship were too tired to take part but most stars still played. Already in the first round such players as Ilu-Okabe and Savrasova-Vershinin met. Ilu succeeded and got a point when Okabe made a big mistake in a position, which was good for him. Savrasova defeated Vershinin. 
Timo Ilu won 6 games in a row but after that lost to me and Savrasova in the last rounds and finally landed on the third place. Yulia got her only loss from me already in the opening with a really stupid mistake. The results of the blitz tournament:
1. Yulia Savrasova 8 2. Ants Soosõrv 7,5 3. Timo Ilu 7 4. Rafael Nersisyan 6 5. Pavel Vershinin 6 6. Alexsandr Kadulin 6 7. Hiroshi Okabe 6 8. Davit Mossinyan 6 9. Andry Purk 6 10. Johann Lents 6 
On the following day an outing to lake Sevan was organized. There we baked some meat, visited an old church, played football and enjoyed our existence. Many renju players decided to attack the top of a nearby mountain of which you can see a picture. The weather was very good by the lake - about 20-25 C. But on the next day, when there was a reception at the mayor's and the closing ceremony by the Yerebuni fortress, the weather was far too hot - about 40 C. 
Before the closing ceremony a ren-renju between countries was held. Every team had seven members. In the first round Estonia lost miserably to Japan and Russia won over Armenia. In the second round Russia had a sure win against Estonia but they managed to lose the game. Armenia defeated Japan. All teams still had chances for the first place before the last round. As Japan won over Russia and Estonia over Armenia the final results were the following:
1. Japan (2) 2. Estonia (2) 3. Armenia (1) 4. Russia (1)
And finally a few words about the organizational side of the competition. Albert Poghosyan has done a huge job, a number of other Armenian players helped him, for example Mher Manukyan, Elmira Kocharyan, Margarita Petrosyan, Marine Minosyan etc. But some help from the state or the city or some sponsors would have been needed also. Albert said that he wanted to organize the competition in some motel near Yerevan but it would have been too expensive for the Armenian children… 
The next Youth European Championship will be held in Estonia in a little place called Sürgavere. The place for the next Youth World Championship has not been decided yet. 
