The 4th Youth European Championship

By Ants Soosõrv, 2003
It was the second time to have Youth European Championship in Karepa and the third time to have it in Estonia (1997-Karepa, 1999-Podyuga, 2001 – Tallinn). This time a new negative record was made – only 2 countries took part. Unfortunately Finns could not come because their school started already in August 12 this year. But I think that the level of the tournament was still quite good. 
Kazarin, Denis Nekrasov and Shevelyov could not come but yet many strong players made this competition interesting. Organisation of this tournament was way weaker than in Podyuga’s Youth World Championship 2002 but what can we do if they organise so well =)? Maris Tuvikene made her debut as main referee in this tournament and I think she was successful. 
Ester Eggert made very good work with the internet page during competition. I would like to start from younger girls group (group D) this time when telling about battles in 4 different groups. Last year, Alyona Mihailova from Zhigulyovsk won World Championship in Podyuga and she was also a very big favourite this time. But in the last minute it came clear that Zhigulyovsk delegation will get only part of the money which was needed for the trip. Unfortunately Alyona’s mother did not accept that her daughter would also have to pay same money like others and she cancelled her trip… 
So, group D did not have a very clear favourite now. Zhigulyovsk had still quite good chances because Tatyana Potlova got second place in Youth World Championship and Anastasia Kiselyova had been showing very good results lately – a second place in Youth Russian Championship. But I knew that some Podyuga’s girls are strong as well. I saw Anna Okatova and Maria Pestereva playing in Moscow Youth tournament in January and I liked their games very much. 
Anna was also Russian Youth Champion in 2002. After 3 rounds the leader was Kiselyova with 3 points and Okatova was straight after with 2,5. Then they both lost. Nastya was beaten by Maria and Anna by Evelina Asaturyan (another perspective girl from Zhigulyovsk). 
It seemed that Anna lost self-confidence because she lost now 3 games in a row. After 5 rounds the leaders were Nastya and Tanya Kraeva with 4 points out of 5 followed by Evelina who had 3,5(out of 4). Now Tanya Kraeva beat Evelina and also remaining 2 opponents – Anna and Svetlana. 
In last round Tanya Kraeva was free and had to wait her fate from game between Nastya and Anna. Anna won it which gave first place to Tatyana Kraeva. I honestly need to say that it was a surprise for me. Of course I knew her – she is very vivacious and nice girl but I did not know that she is so strong in renju =). The third place was taken by Anna who succeeded to get it with better coefficient than Maria and Evelina. 
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In group C there were only 6 players, so double Round Robin was played. Yulia was of course a very sure favourite. In last Russian championship her advantage was enormous. Interesting fight was this time for 2nd place where Anna Gross got 0,5 points more than new Podyuga’s rising star – Maria Yudina (I should probably also mention that very known Podyuga’s stars, Yelena Lebedeva and Oksana Sorokina, were not able play from this year any more because of age limit in Youth championships).

 Before I tell you about the battles in group C, I should perhaps explain the living conditions and regimen in Karepa. Sergey Volkov, the trainer from Rybinsk asked me to put him as far as possible from Klimashin when we arrived to Karepa. It was his only request about living conditions. But older girls from Zhigulyovsk lived very closed to Klimashin, so they had very active and interesting night life =). 
At the same time Podyuga’s girls went to sleep 11 o’clock like rest of the Podyuga’s delegation. I do not know if it was the reason but Maria won all her games against Zhigulyovsk girls except with Yulia. Masha made even a bigger surprise - she won Yulia in their second game. So, additional games were needed! At first they played 2 extra games with 30 minutes time limit. But the score was 1-1 again! 
Finally Yulia beat Masha in 15 minutes games and got champion title again (who can calculate how many titles she already has?).But Masha still played very nicely in tournament and I hope she will show us her talent even more in the future. 
Anna Gross got 3rd place like Anna Okatova in group D. Maybe the reason is that name Anna is very close to Ando who also got 3rd place in WC =)? 
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The older group of girls was the only one which had a very firm favourite already before the tournament. In the younger boys group it seemed a year ago, after the depart of Tunnet Taimla and Timo Ilu, that from now on Alexander Ryabov from Rybinsk will do a clean work over there. 
He is very talented and seemed to be surely way over his rivals. In Russian Youth Championships 2002 he won all 11 games! Alexander was certainly the best Russian also in Youth World Championships 2002 although in addition to the loss to Taimla and draw with Ilu he still had to accept a zero from Kadulin. 
A cold shower hit Ryabov in this year Russian Youth Championships. A young star that is by the way not making any secret at all of his fame had to accept only the 3rd place. The really powerful victory went instead to Mihhail Lysakov (a nice young guy who gave me a cute wooden base) who was just 8th in the last Youth WC. Second was Alexander Kadulin. Still, it was expected that Ryabov will compose his thoughts and try to beat those brawny workers from Podyuga. 
However Ryabov’s trainer Sergey Volkov was lamenting that his health will not survive watching the games of this boy. They were awfully devilry – he attacked from any position. Ryabov had quite simple loss against Sander Sulane whose class turned out to be unfortunately insufficient for finding the win. 
After seven rounds Ryabov and Lysakov were leading with full success but Lysakov had already vanquished Kadulin among others. In 8th round the two favourites met each other. This time the pressure on Volkov’s nerves was worthily atoned – Ryabov won. 
Furthermore Lysakov stumbled also in next round and was subordinated by Ivan Zubachenko who is gifted student of Alexander Klimashin. Kadulin who had only one loss, rose to second place like this. Before the last but one round Natalya Nikonova looked at the table of B group in order to make sure with who Ryabov still has to play with. 
After seeing Kadulin’s name she announced that Ryabov will lose it. Volkov mentioned surely that she should not make such a prediction but she simply told that she is merely stating the fact. Natalya knew what she was talking because Ryabov really lost to Kadulin. 
That game decided also the destiny of European champion title – it went to humble and quite imperceptible Alexander Kadulin leaving comparatively overbearing and out crying Alexander Ryabov to the second position. Lysakov had to be satisfied with 3rd place. Those 3 players were obviously way over other as well. Worth-while 4th place went to Mikk Oblikas who had been doing nice development in a year and was the best among Estonians. 
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When previously only girls were able to vaunt that there is a grown-ups world champion playing among them then finally now boys have reached to the same level. In A group took part also fresh world champion Tunnet Taimla though he was not the only favourite of the tournament. 
Firstly, Konstantin Chingin who was not sure at first in which competition to participate - Karepa Open or Youth EC. Finally, after long time reflecting, he decided for the latter. Chingin has won all the youth title championships where he has been. 
Also we should not forget Pavel Vershinin who made his successful debut in Russian High League. In matter of fact it was Vershinin who spurted in start by winning first 4 games in a row. True, after Johann Lents who is also one of the strong players, Vershinin got only opponents who were presumed to be the weakest ones. 
Tunnet had already a very hard day at the beginning. In first round he struggled against troublesome competitor Timo Ilu in almost 5 hours and 2 bayomis lasting fight and yet, the draw was the best he managed to pinch out from it. But after lunch break he had to play with Chingin himself. On the table appeared I6 from Kostya. He avoided that in WC but now there was no mercy. Tunnet did not manage to find good plan for game but he used Chingin’s negligence and got undeserved point. After 4 rounds the top of the table looked like that:
1. Vershinin 4
2.-3. Taimla, Ilu 3,5
4. Chingin 3
The battle for the first places took place between them, because Lents excelled in playing badly and had gathered only one point, and that also from a position where he had a loss. In the 5th round Vershinin gave away half a point to Sergey Arzumanov and Tunnet caught him. 
Chingin defeated Timo Ilu quite easily and rose 3rd. The leaders played with each other in the 6th round. Tunnet chose too complicated plan against Pasha Vershinin and lost the control over the game which lead him into loss. Chingin chose quite equal variant against Lents but Johancik made a mistake and had to give up. 
Ilu was beaten for idealess and chaotic actions by Yevgeni Nekrasov. Pasha had to accept his first lost as well in 7th round against Aivo Oll who showed that he has learnt so much during the last 11 months that there is no point to make jokes with him. 
Chingin rose to the leader’s position after vanquishing Nekrasov without any problems. At the same time Tunnet was unable to win Andry Purk. Even after using again 2 bayomis the draw was all he managed to gain. In the 8th round the leaders did not make any mistakes and the situation was sequent after that:
1. Kostya 7
2. Pasha 6,5
3. Tunnet 6
4. Timo 5,5
5. Aivo 5
In following night Estonian staff did not feel like sleeping before 5 in the morning although boys still played quite correctly. However in the second game of the day Tunnet left birthday present for Aivo (he became 15) but he was unable to notice the win. Vershinin wade through Timo in the morning but Chingin left him no chance in the evening.
Before last round the situation was following:
1. Kostya 9
2. Tunnet 8
3. Pasha 7,5
4.-6. Timo, Aivo, Andry 5,5
In the last round Kostya was close to lose to Andry or at least allegedly there was no defence found in later analyses but Andry was friendly boy and is not going for an attack just for fun… 
Other favourites had no problems and the wins were quick to come. Chingin earned the first place totally and got at least some solace for bad luck in WC (where he had the same starting number - 9) by surpassing current world champion. Tunnet was knocked up and played like a squeezed lemon though he still fought sturdily and overcame at least Vershinin with whom he probably has still a lot of battles ahead. Timo and Johann who had played 27 (!) international level games in 3 weeks were not able to show their best at the end. 
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And now some comments. I have to admit that this time I did not look out the best games not by quality but I just took the games of players who got first places in each group. Either it was pressure or nerves but those games are full of mistakes. 
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Taimla – Chingin 1-0, 35, I6, R, 5a=A
In 14 moves white had already got comfortable position after elegant playing style. Black had to contrive seriously how to fight at least for equality! Although white started to feel probably too cosy as the 22nd move looks too risky. After seeing Tunnet attacking so strongly, Kostya probably got depressed from his casual move. Instead of investigating the situation (he had still over 20 minutes thinking time left) he played totally without thinking a four – 28 (???) and of course Tunnet had no problems with winning any more. If 28-30 and black continues for example 29-31, 31-33 and 33-28 then 34-A is totally solid defence. Of course black can exit then from the corner 35-B and 37-C after what a positional battle would follow. 
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Kadulin – Ryabov 1-0, 41, D3, R, 5a=8
It was a duel between two Sashas. Ryabov tried to escape from the main variant leaving unplayed 20-21. Of itself the plan was working nicely because Kadulin continued with typical vigorous blacksmith’s hammer attack from Podyuga which didn’t look very expedient in that position. 25, 27 but 28 (??) – a heavy mistake! Why not to move 28-29 (!)? From now on Kadulin started to accomplish his victory nicely 29, 31 (!) but 33 (?) is not a winning move. 33-37 (!) would have been needed for that but I guess that young star didn’t want to fag his head. Ryabov used his time really few in such a crucial game – only 27 minutes. The final attack is beautiful and Ryabov made at least one thing good in this game – he gave up 7 fours before 4x3 fork. 
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Yudina- Savrasova 1-0, 35, D8, R, 5a=7
In this game Yulia lost only in 31 minutes though had won all the games before. This variant has not been used often earlier but still from time to time. If I remember correct then it was good for white to move 26-27 and after 27-26 and 29-A there was a nice stoppage like 30-B. After that black seems to be left amply of materials open but I was unable to find win on that time. There is also easier continuation for white. 5 years ago Viktor Golosov surprised me with move 10-11 (!) in Moscow Open after what I hardly managed to get a draw. Yulia was aware of that move because Eti made it against her in women WC in Kyoto and Yulia got there her only loss in that tournament. She was playing with black against Eti but now this position brought adversity to her also with white. 
When I was analysing the games from Youth EC for commenting it became clear for me that the most exiting and stiffed ones are still played in the younger girls group =) 
Kraeva – Kiselyova 0-1, 66, I2, R, 5a=6
Indirect 2 was not at all some surprise opening in that group, more like some usual or average one. Nastya’s plan worked well because Tanya chose the colour and put a bad 5th move. It would have probably right to play 8-15 and if after 9-A then white would reply with powerful contra 10-B and there is nothing really what black could do after that. Nastya preferred to move more peacefully 8-8 and then a positional duel continued until Tanya began cavilling with 19th move. On 22nd move Nastya could have continued tranquilly 22-[image: image7.jpg]Klma o
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27 because black didn’t have even a shadow of a force which could be taken seriously. But Nastya provoked with 22 and 24 hoping probably to sharpen the position. 24th move was beautiful but black calmed easily down white’s initiative on left wing 29-29 (!) and continued after that with building up an attack on the right wing. It was very nice until 39 (?) ruined unfortunately black’s position. Vital point is 40 which white would occupy even if black had moved 39-40. In order to allow the fans of Tatyana Kraeva (there is at least a lot of them in Estonia) to enjoy this very lovely (unfortunately mist) win, RW will bring here an extra diagram. Beautiful, isn’t it? If 44-54, then would follow 45-48 and 47-60 and after that there is a win with fours no matter from which [image: image8.jpg]


point white closes the three. Though, in the game followed also quite failed 41st move besides that. 42 was necessary but in my opinion black has no win at all after that and white could already through her stone to the other edge. Nastya was still careful and smothered first all kind of a activity of black and after that began with a wonderful diagonals attack on the other wing and ended it with 4x4 foul. 
Aivo Oll commented his game with Tunnet Taimla from Youth EC:
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Tunnet Taimla - Aivo Oll 1-0, 39, D11, -, 5A=10
We met in the 10th round. It was my birthday and before the game I joked with Tunnet that he has to give me a point as my birthday present. Tunnet had to put the opening, so he chose his favourite opening one - D11 where I made reverse. Tunnet made this 13th move because he thought that black had good chances to win there. My 16th move was a big surprise for Tunnet and he replied 17!?!? after which I had an easy win (18-18, 20-25, 22-I4, 24-G3) but I did not see it. After my stupid 20th and 22nd black got a good position and he had no problems with winning. 
