3rd Youth World Championship in Renju
Arjeplog, 30.07 - 04.08.2000
By Ants Soosõrv
When I came to Arjeplog one of my fancies that I have been dreaming for a long time already came true. I wanted to be in this excellent peaceful small Swedish town again where a magnificent view opens to neighbourhood from the top of the beautiful mountains near the town. World Championship in 1993 was held in Arjeplog, but then we had less time to check the place because of a strenuous competition. 
We were lucky to see a lot this time and fortunately managers had also added a free day into the scheme. I certainly want to come back to Arjeplog but this time I would like to do that sooner than after 7 years. There was nothing bad that I can say about organizing. Free lodging and food plus obliging personal are certainly factors that make us hope for more big renju competitions in Arjeplog. 
The only thing that made me sad was the small amount of participating lands. Besides organizers only Estonia, Japan and Russia were represented. Armenia, Azerbaijan, Ukraine and Finland could not come there and the saddest thing - China had also no chance to offer rivalry. That is why Russians' huge preponderance was out of question. They got 10 medals out of total 12 and also all 4 Youth World Champion titles. And now to the overview of tournament. Favourites in the boys A group were Konstantin Chingin, Sergey Shevelyov, Hannes and Linus Hermansson and Maxim Karasyov. 
The main aspirant was surely Chingin who is very talented and it seems that also with extraordinary good nervous system. I believe that with having sufficient experience in national renju tournaments he may in few years become the main rival to Ando Meritee in the World Championship next to Alexander Klimashin. Unfortunately nowadays a lot of things stay as dreams because of money. For example Kostya who became the World Champion among the boys B group had no chance at all to go to the World Championship in China in 1998. There have been problems even with playing in Russian High League. 
Sergey Shevelyov has always been a bit in the shadow of Chingin. He showed an excellent game and won Moscow Open but he is probably not ready to take the role of leader yet. 
The young and apt Swedish player Hannes Hermansson also has the same problem. Though he became the World Champion in 1998 when Chingin could not participate, he is too much awe-struck in the games with stronger players and cannot give the best of himself. 
There was a thought that also his younger brother Linus Hermansson will join in the struggle for medal. Linus has been even more successful and dedicated than Hannes in the latest tournaments. 
Also a good rivalry was hoped from the strong Nizhni Novgorod player Maxim Karasyov. The tournament itself trended under the superiority of Chingin. I can say that he had most obviously a psychological advantage. Unfortunately he allowed himself a slip in the last round - he made a draw with a friend Sergey Losyakov, which is disgraceful to a real champion.


Considerably intensive was the strife for the 2nd and the 3rd place. At the beginning Hannes passed Sergey but rounds 4 to 6 were conclusive, where Hannes wasted good positions against Chingin and had to agree with a draw. Furthermore he lost to Karasyov in the 6th round. Even 3 points from the last rounds did not save Hannes anymore because Shevelyov had better coefficient. 
The fourth was Linus Hermansson who was barely better than Vyacheslav Potapov and only with coefficient. Potapov was the biggest surprise in this tournament. After long pause he managed to show the best game in his entire renju career. Though Karasyov was in the third place with 4 points after 6th round when he passed even Hannes, finally he had to be satisfied with only the 6th place.
Favourites in boys B group were Tunnet Taimla, Johann Lents, Mikhail Kazarin, Denis Nekrasov, Pavel Vershinin and Sergey Ogorodov. Tunnet played very brilliantly in the first part of 1999 when he became the European Champion among the boys B group and got the third place after Ando Meritee and Ants Soosõrv in the Beijing World Championship Estonian Qualification. But after making those headways he had not got the spirit and confidence of renju again. 
Mikhail Kazarin is one of the most gifted students of Irina Metreveli. His trainer has set a lot of expectations on him but he has not been successful in big tournaments. Denis Nekrasov who is also one of Irina's students got the second place right after Tunnet Taimla in European Championship 1999. He is cool-headed and works a lot for becoming a better player. 
Sergei Ogorodov is very strong Moscow player who has even got into the final of Moscow Championship. We cannot also forget Johann Lents who has hardened in a lot of national tournaments and Pavel Vershinin from Nizhni Novgorod and of course all Japanese players. 
Estonians Johann Lents and Tunnet Taimla met each other straight in the first round. Right after Taimla's win Dimitri Krasnanosov asked from me 'Well, is there still somebody who can stop the famous and scary Taimla?' Unfortunately that win was the best result for Tunnet in this tournament. 
Denis Nekrasov played with Tatsutomi when he was still ill and had to take the first bereavement from there. This was the only loss for him because from now on he won all games but one where he made draw with Vershinin. Lents, Ogorodov and even by surprise Alexey Korolev tried unsuccessfully to catch him during the rest of the tournament. Finally 7th was Taimla who was passed even by Kazarin and Vershinin.
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Unfortunately there were only 5 participants in girls A group. The main favourite was of course again Yelena Lebedeva who is dual European and World Champion among girls. Also she has become twice into 3rd place in Women World Championship. 
Her main rivals were Oxana Sorokina and Yelena Skalozubova who are also students of Irina Metreveli and have already achieved a lot. Although finally everything went like forecasted the victory of Lebedeva was not that easy as the numbers are showing. 
Straight from the first round she got a bad position till the end but Maris Tuvikene could not make a move during last two minutes and lost by time. I could not see any superiority also in other Lebedeva's games. Probably she leaned on her experiences. Oxana Sorokina afforded herself a big mistake in the first round but she still managed to win the fight for the 2nd place.
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Among the girls B group predicting the winner was even easier than the girls and boys A groups. Yulia Savrasova had superiority mostly because of her strong will and professional. She did not get the title of Women World Champion just for nothing. Her only loss to Kadi Milva came from a momentary sinking feeling. Yulia fell into a pointless trap in the opening that the Estonian girl had set up for her.
It was thought that for the rest of the medals are competing Anna Gross and Alyona Mikhailova but by surprise the second place went to Yulia Erenberg. She ensured double win for Yulia's. It seems to me that Russians are intending to take triple wins not only by settlements but also by names =).
Alyona Mikhailova was not ready for playing after a long and difficult trip to Arjeplog and after losing the first game to Kadi Milva she failed in the whole tournament. Serafima Krasnonosova was quite good but differently from Kadi Milva she did not know how to use traps in the openings. Losses came also from Yulia Savrasova, Yulia Erenberg and Anna Gross and also the 4th place.
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Organizers also had a plan to make Arjeplog Open in parallel to Youth World Championships where some Swedish players and trainers could participate. But coaches pointed to the lack of time related to the preparations for the rounds and as there were only two Swedish players - Irene and Stefan Karlsson - they decided to organize blitz tournament for all in the free day. So, after the excursion to the top of the nearest mountain most of the youth, trainers and even onlookers gathered to the blitz tournament. Unfortunately Irina Metreveli with her students did not come to the tournament because she was preparing for the next round.
There were 35 participants who were divided into 3 groups. Two best ones from each group got into final. Finalists were by first place Chingin, Shevelyov and Karasyov and by second place Anders Bertilsson, Stefan Karlsson and me. As Bertilsson waived that honour then Tunnet Taimla got the chance to play in final because he had got the 3rd place.
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I managed to get 4 points from the first 4 rounds in final. Right after me was Stefan with 3 points. In the last round we had to play with each other. Stefan totally controlled the game and once he had a chance to win but due to lack of time he did not notice the opportunity. During the last minutes of the game we were just throwing stones to the table. I had the clock on the left hand and then by casting stones with left hand I easily made the position unreadable. As the arrows of the clock fell on the same time and the game was not understandable then referee Alexey Skuridin decided to count the match to draw. Poor Stefan had no other chance than to admit his undeserved second place with a bit stupid look.
During the Youth World Championship we had an assemble of trainers where there also were all members of RIF Youth Committee. Besides the main contests calendar we also discussed Mr. Tatsutomi's suggestion to raise the age limit from 18 to 20. It was accepted without any disagreements because it gives supplementary impulsion and also increases the number of participants in the tiny girls A group. We cannot also forget that in some places it is easier to get money for youth for travelling.
It has already become a great tradition at summer tournaments that renju is not the only thing that we are doing there. Sergey Shevelyov shone in football and it was not easy to get Johann Lents into bed during the nighttime table tennis matches. Unfortunately the basketball match between Russia and Estonia was cancelled because we did not find the suitable ball. A lot of people used the chance to go to swimming. Of course disco was not missing from the scheme. It still is the most important thing that a lot of nice people can make the acquaintance of others and communicate during some action.
Next Youth World Championship is going to take place in Russia, Podyuga. Last Youth European Championship has already taken place there and organizers showed a very good level but I am sure that Irina Metreveli can surprise us pleasantly again. The only thing we can do is to hope that there will be more participants from different countries.
But now some comments to the games.
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Shevelyov - Chingin, 0-1, 40, D3, R, 5-6
Such kind of 12th move is played very rarely nowadays. Black should get calm and secured position. 13 - 18 is usual continuation to that position. After that black seems to play without any idea but it is not easy to attack in this position and so by surprise white gets the attack in the border of the table. But the most enjoyable is the end. 38!! And black has no escape from 4x4 foul from the point A. Isn't it beautiful?
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Nice play from Hannes but with totally incomprehensible end. Perhaps there is a mistake in database and the game is not really like this. Obviously 12th move should be H10 as in Meijin match Kawamura - Nakamura but anyway is position pretty uncomfortable after 17th move. Playing four on 18th move by Chingin is with very doubtable value because then you have to follow closely black's connections with the upper border during the rest of the game. Finally he gets rid of it but by that time the game is already over. 34th and 36th moves bear resemblance to agony but he has to start protecting finally. 43! Effective move after that the white should resign. Black has easy win after 44th move that begins from point 46 and then A. Unfortunately 45??? followed and Chingin who managed to slip away from under the tram and offered a draw [image: image7.jpg]


after a few moves.

Hannes Hermansson - Karasyov, 0-1, 22, D3, -, 5 – 6
Hannes was a little bit sick in the middle of tournament; maybe this is the reason why he played such a bad game with Maxim. I don't know this position enough to say if such 15th move is possible or not, but surely black can play much stronger, after 19 - 20 and 21 - 19 I did not find how white could win.
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Nekrasov - Kazarin, 1-0, 39, D11/I10, R, 5 – A
World Champion among younger boys group Denis Nekrasov showed his skills attacking as black very strongly. Such 5th move has not been very popular during the last years, but definitely gives a very promising position for black. 14 - interesting move, which is seldom played. 15(!) is a correct reaction. Now white tried to get initiative in lower side with 16, 18(?), but gave an additional stone for black. Probably the best way for white is 16 - 21 and if 17 - 38, then 18. With B, however, black has big advantage. In the game Nekrasov demonstrated nice series - 23(!), 25(!), 27(!), and after that the destiny of this game was decided.
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Lebedeva - Kocheshkova 1-0, 25, D3, -, 5 - A.
And finally also one game from girls. Kocheshkova played temporarily quite well in this tournament, but here she was too passive. 14? is better to play B and 16? to C . After these mistakes black seems to have even more resources than necessary to win.

