World Championship For Women

By Ants Soosõrv (translated by Ando Meritee), 1997
After years of arguments about need for women world championship it finally took place. Twelve young women from 5 countries started fight for medals. True, the level of players was extremely uneven because since there was too few participants, nearly everyone who wanted to play could take part in championship. But it develops and I am sure that after 6-8 years there will be also qualification tournaments for women and the level in finals will be equally good.

There are 5 players in the world who candidate for top three - Balanova, Metreveli, Vasiljeva, Salnikova and Lebedeva. 

The most famous before the tournament was undoubtfully Jelena Balanova - strong and talented player. She reached to the semi-finals in Latvian qualification tournament and played 1:1 with Arnis Veidemanis. Arnis reached to finals only after winning an additional match. Jelena’s disadvantages were few and primitive playing practise in last years and big holes in theoretical knowledge. We could saw it already in International Qualification Of The World Championship, where Balanova performed quite poorly among men.

The first place was definitely aimed also by Metreveli and Vasiljeva. Metreveli seemed to have a bit better chances because of big experiences. 

Of course, we should mention also Nonna Salnikova’s chances, she has been a top player among women for years.

Even more chances seemed to have Jelena Lebedeva who lately became 15 years old. In February, in Russian Women Championship she couldn’t resist very seriously yet, but meantime she had a possibility to take part in different competitions and make a good development. About Olga Skuridina, Aljona Jakovleva and Olga Zaitseva we could expect that they are able to take away some points from favorites but nothing more. The Tatsutomi sisters and Irene Einberg were considered as a statistics.

The competition itself was extremely exciting. After five rounds Jelena Balanova was a leader with full points. Metreveli and Vasiljeva, who had made together a draw, were half point behind. One point behind were Salnikova (loss to Lebedeva) and Lebedeva (loss to Balanova). In 6th round Vasiljeva won quickly Balanova. Since then something strange happened with Jelena Balanova. She got only one point from the rest of the games. Jelena explained that she had been disturbed by Ukrainian renjuplayer Karatajev, who didn’t calm down even after warning. She even turned to the police for getting help. Renju World magazine is not for gossips and therefore we don’t rush to make any conclusions, but obviously it is worth to consider whether to invite Karatajev to international competitions in future or not. 

In important match of 7th round Vasiljeva won against Salnikova and the latter dropped into fourth place. In 8th round Vasiljeva’s nerves let her down and she lost to Lebedeva.

The situation after 8 rounds:

1. Metreveli 
7½

2. Lebedeva 
7

3. Vasiljeva
6½

4. Salnikova
6

5. Balanova
5

…

In 9th round Salnikova beat Metreveli and now Lebedeva came forth to be a leader. True, she could be a leader only for one round because in her match with Metreveli the latter didn’t give her any chance.

The leaders passed the last round without mistakes and so the 4 best players finished inside the half point gap - Metreveli and Vasiljeva got 9½ points with other equal parameters as well, both Salnikova and Lebedeva got 9 points, but the latter had better coefficient.

In order to select winner there were organised additional match between Metreveli and Vasiljeva with two 20-minutes games. It ended with 1:1. Then they had to play two 5-minutes games, but as it happens with equal opponents - the score was 1:1. Another match came after that and it brought 1½:½ victory and The Woman World Champion title to Metreveli. 

Sincere congratulations to Irina for her victory and also for the 3rd place of her student Jelena Lebedeva!

The tournament table:

No. Participant 
Country
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
  Points
   Place

1.
Salnikova N.
RUS

X
0
1
1
1
1
0
1
1
1
1
1

9

4.

2.
Lebedeva J.
RUS

1
X
1
1
1
1
1
1
0
1
0
1

9

3.

3.
Jakovleva A.
UKR

0
0
X
1
0
1
0
1
0
1
0
0

4

8.

4.
Tatsutomi H.
JPN

0
0
0
X
0
0
0
0
0
1
0
0

1

12.

5.
Skuridina O.
RUS

0
0
1
1
X
1
0
1
0
1
0
1

6

6.

6.
Einberg I.

EST

0
0
0
1
0
X
0
0
0
1
0
0

2

10.

7.
Vasiljeva N.
RUS

1
0
1
1
1
1
X
1
½
1
1
1

9½

2.

8.
Zaitseva O.
UKR

0
0
0
1
0
1
0
X
0
0
1
0

3

9.

9.
Metreveli I.
RUS

0
1
1
1
1
1
½
1
X
1
1
1

9½

1.

10.
Tatsutomi C.
JPN

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
1
0
X
0
0

1

11.

11.
Balanova J.
LAT

0
1
1
1
1
1
0
0
0
1
X
0

6

5.

12.
Tatsutomi M.
JPN

0
0
1
1
0
1
0
1
0
1
1
X

6

7.



Vasiljeva - Metreveli, ½:½ >>>



The 8th move is not good, black can act too easily. And therefore black attacked quite long time and when the attack stopped, white seem to be also out of power. 48? - I can not find the reason why the four had to be played. It is possible 48-50 or 48-52. When Vasiljeva offered a draw in move 53, perhaps it was worth to try to “scare” black with some kind of attacking imitation, but Metreveli let it go and accepted with draw. 

<<< Vasiljeva - Balanova, 1:0


This game shows that Balanova does not know latest variants. 22? Must be 22-23. Meritee won in the same way against Kozhin in Podyuga Open. 

Balanova - Salnikova, 0:1 >>>

Moves 9 and 11 - Aleksandrov’s favorite construction. 12?? Black can win very easily by playing 15-L11 and 17-K11. But 15? and white got some mercy for next moves. 25?? And now can white protect completely, indeed. It was necessary to play 25-26, 27-27, 29-46 and 31-32 together with quick win. In the game black tried to create some sharpness but id didn’t bring any success.
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