Volga -1997 (25. - 27.07.97)





Ants Soosõrv (translated by Irene Einberg)





    The traditional renjutournament "Volga" has been held from the mid eighties already. Here participate together with quite beginners really experienced players.


This year the "cream" of the tournament consisted of M.Kozhin, A.Soosõrv, who both were preparing for the 5th WC and of course the Renju-union of Nizhny Novgorod with its leader Alexei Skuridin.


It is a pity that there were little less beginners than expected - besides the young people of N.Novgorod there were also participants of Zhigulyovsk.


M.Kozhin took the tournament as a training and it showed in the results. I could not play there carelessly and this was the secret behind my first place.


The biggest competitor in my way was Alexei Skuridin who seems to be in a very good playing shape in recent years.


A positive surprise was caused by Sergei Shevelyov who got 4th place, although he as well as the other young players misses that real "fighting spirit", what we could see with Meritee, Iljin, Tuvikene and Veidemanis.


Finally a commented game from that tournament:
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Soosõrv - Oljunin, 1:0


13 is an interesting continuation. 14 - one of the possible moves, it has been played also 14-15 and 14-27. After 16 and 18 the position of White is worth of nothing. 19? - Black tricked himself. For instance if Black makes moves 19-21 and then continuing further with  21-20, he wins quickly. 22! - in my opinion a very good move. 25th move is made with the idea to take the existing resources  to the upper wing for attacking, but 26? gives Black a chance to finish the game quickly and effectivel
