Podyuga Open (16.-21.06.97)

By Ants Soosõrv (translated by Irene Einberg)
Podyuga is a small settlement in North of Russia in Arhangelsk's province on the bank of the same name river.

Thanks to Irina Metreveli it has become a seriously considered center of renju. Until spring this year I did not even think of my travelling there, but now after the tournament I have a solid wish to compete in Podyuga later on in the future. 

At first Irina did not make any promises. Finally become evident that participants did not have to pay for the accommodation and catering. The tournament had exuberance prizes - the first place 3 million roubles (about 500 USD), the second place 2 million roubles (about 335 USD) and the third best received 1 million roubles (about 168 USD).

There was a separate calculation on the best team of young players (the points of three best players from a city or town were interfaced). The best team received a prize of 5 million roubles (about 830 USD) ! In addition to that the three best players each got a medal, the best team of young players received a precious cup and all the ones who took part in got a memento. This all occurred in a competition  officially titled as Open Championships In The North Region Of Russia!

All these prizes were possible thanks to a mighty sponsor - the local industrial combine of wood.

Before the tournament I held simultaneous games with children (primarily with the locals). Aside 28 victories I had to accept a loss from a young player from Podyuga - Vitali Rodikov.

The playing-level of participants in the tournament was extremely unstable. The actual candidates for  the best three places were Meritee, Kozhin, Kabanov, Skuridin, Soosõrv and yet not so well-known (best achievements - the second places in the Championships Of  N.Novgorod  and N.Novgorod Open), but rapidly progressive Vladislav Karejev. In the first three rounds only Karejev had to give up a point - he lost to Jevgeni Bykov. In the central games of the fourth round Meritee subdued Kabanov and Karejev won Skuridin (Skuridin took a risk and played I7). Kozhin played uncertainly with Soosõrv, but the latter struggling with time simply did not find an easy win and the game ended with a draw. In the fifth round Meritee won Kozhin and Soosõrv subdued Kabanov. In the sixth round Soosõrv  was run over by Meritee's "tram". Kozhin made a mistake against Gruzin already with the fifth move(!?), but he finally succeeded to win that game. After six rounds A.Meritee was leading  with full points. Skuridin and Karejev who had collected points primarily from poor players had 5 points after the 6th round. 4,5 points had Kozhin, Soosõrv and them followed a lot of players with 4 points among also Kabanov.

In the seventh round subdued Meritee quickly Karejev and Kozhin even more quickly Skuridin. Soosõrv was very lucky to get a point from Volkov. In the penultimate round Meritee subdued Vostrjakov. Karejev demolished quickly Soosõrv's position. Kabanov and Kozhin made a draw without any great struggles.

Thus before the final round the leader of the tournament was Ando with 8 points. Theoretical chances for the second place had both Kozhin, Karejev, Skuridin and Soosõrv.

First of all got a point from the final round A.Soosõrv. Vassiljeva used naively in D11 the point K8 for the 5th move, which according to  Kozhin's book gives a strong position, but in practice it will lose by force (Guljajev won Soosõrv in this position by mail already in 1991).

Kabanov played with Karasjov in that way that calling it incorrect would be a compliment, but nevertheless he received his point. So, at length lasted only the game Meritee-Skuridin, where Ando played inexactly with Blacks in I12 and had to face his first loss in the tournament.


The final standings:


1. Meritee
8p




2. Kozhin
7p



3. Skuridin
7p



4. Soosõrv
6½p


5. Kabanov
6½


6. Kareev
6p


…

The best team of the young's was Podyuga's own team in personnel Nogovitsyn (the surpriser of the tournament!), Vostrjakov and Lebedeva. This time was Zhiguljovsk represented only with girls, whose occurrence for me was unexpectedly fine.

In the evenings after the renju-activity was held a match in some sport between the locals and guests.
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In the first two evenings guests played victoriously basket- and football, but during the following two times they were demolished by locals in volley-ball and Ping-Pong. Now was decided to play the tie-break, but the question was - in what sport? The solution was found through the lot - basketball. Here regrettably the locals had no chance. The group of five Kabanov, Meritee, Karejev, Kozhin and Soosõrv  ruled the game entirely.

The tournament had also some shortcomings caused by the lifestyle of the settlement, but the plusses (among of them was also beautiful nature) weighted them up with a full measure.

See you in Podyuga Open 1998!

Karejev-Soosõrv,  35, I6; R

Hoping to get the second place in the tournament I took a risk, but the opponent played mightily 15! 17! and White has nothing to stand up to this. If 18-19 and 20-E7 then follows 21. L7!  
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